[Endobronchial administration of netilmicin in patients with bronchopulmonary infections seen in the neurosurgical intensive care unit].
The Authors report the results obtained in the treatment of bronchopulmonary infections in patients hospitalized in the Neurosurgical Intensive Care Unit. Netilmicin was administered by systemic and endobronchial routes. The cleaning of the bronchial tree was always performed. Twenty-six patients (16 males and 10 females) were enrolled and assigned to one of the following groups. Group A: 16 patients with confirmed pneumonia; Group B: 10 patients without bronchopulmonary infections, as controls for serum pharmacokinetic study. In the majority of the cases pneumonia was caused by Staphylococcus aureus and Pseudomonas aeruginosa. The results obtained were positive: pneumonia resolution was observed in 10 patients (67%), improvement in 4 (27%) and failure in one case (6%). A pharmacokinetic study has confirmed bacteriologically active serum levels of netilmicin and also the availability of netilmicin within the bronchial secretions. Endobronchial plus systemic netilmicin administration was active and well tolerated in these critical patients.